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Abstract

In the era of internationalisation, numerous students are learning non-language content subjects
through their additional language (L2), very often English. It follows that their academic
achievement is often assessed in their less proficient L2, which raises concerns over the validity
and fairness of assessments for these students. At the same time, teachers have not received
sufficient professional support in terms of designing assessments for these students.

In this seminar, the speaker will share her recent work on assessments for students studying in
English Medium Instuction (EMI) secondary schools in Hong Kong. She will first illustrate
the cognitive and linguistic demands imposed by high-stakes examination on bilingual students,
and the potential impact of using L2 in assessments on students’ academic achievement. She
will then introduce a conceptual framework for teacher assessment literacy in bilingual
programmes such as EMI and Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL), and discuss
how this can facilitate future research and professional development in this field.
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